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editorial

“Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. The ability
to direct individual accomplishments toward organizational objectives. It is
the fuel that allows common people to attain uncommon results.”

as a watershed year in our lives.

The outbreak of the Novel corona
virus (covid19), the consequent lockdown,
suspension of civic and commercial activity
across entire countries, the impact on the health
of people as also the economies, have changed
our lives in more ways than one. The changes,
include some that may be short term, while
others can have lasting impacts. It has forced
organizations to reimagine their work and the
role of offices in creating safe, productive, and
enjoyable jobs and lives for employees, thereby
leading to the adoption of new ways of working.
During the pandemic, we have been surprised

The year 2020 will always be remembered

by how quickly and effectively technologies for -

videoconferencing and other forms of digital
collaboration were adopted. v

However, the pandemic has triggered
significant emotional, physical, and economic
problems; among the general population and
vulnerable groups. Over the past year, as
also currently we are some of the most radical
transformation the world has ever seen;
people are justly terrified, excited, depressed,
heartbroken and hopeful, all at once. Doctors
across the globe are seeing a spike in patients
complaining of mental health issues triggered
by the virus. At this time,  each person is
handling this situation differently.

The human connect between people suddenly
~seems to have weakened. It is therefore
important that we keep ourselves and our team
‘members motivated during this time. So we
need to understand the situation and coping

L

-Andrew Carnegie

mechanisms of each team member. What are
their particular strengths and challenges in
the current environment? Empathy must be
practiced by all. Talking to people, and sharing
your thoughts is important. For those who are
not able to attend office regularly, pick up the
phone and reach out to a co-worker to connect
with them—ijust like you would have interacted
while in. office. Challenges and adversity are
meant to help you know who you are. In the
face of adversity, we have a choice- we can be
bitter, or we can be better. We must remember
that we are united by the challenges imposed
by this global pandemic, and together we'll get
through it. :

COVID-19 has affected all of us, and as the
vaccination drive offers a glimmer of light
at the end of a very long tunnel, the need to
re-calibrate work-life balance and place a
greater emphasis on wellbeing has never been
stronger. | call upon each one of you, to be
positive and remain physically and mentally
strong to face these challenging times and to
cooperate with and support each other as a part
of the HUDCO family. ‘| urge each one of you to
take all necessary precautions and continue to
follow all Covid protocols so that you and your

families can stay safe and healthy.

(Kamran Rizvi)

Chairman & Managing Director
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SUDOKU Made Easy

udoku is a Japanese mind game. All you
Sneed to do is fall in love with numbers.

By this I do not intend to scare those who
hate maths! It is in fact placing numbers in a set
pattern. Itis a 9 x 9 grid wherein one needs to
fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row,
column and each of the 9 x 9 squares contain all
the digits from 1 to 9. This game is a wonderful
game for all ages. One can see kids and old
people solving Sudoku. Here you can play this
game all alone, unlike other games where you
look forward for partners / opponents.

So why delay, set aside few minutes of your
day in solving Sudoku puzzle and do it every
day. | bet your mind will be sharpened by
doing so. My advice is do not use pencil,
eraser or over writing, and map the numbers
mentally, which is after all 1 to 9 in different
combination the mind is expected to become
sharp. Solving Sudoku is a way of solving
many life puzzles. | was always advising my
team by encouraging and motivating them
to solve a Sudoku at least one in a day, as
ultimately it will be gainful to me as a leader
and my employer as my team members who

can solve Sudoku puzzle in the morning can
give best of their mental ability for carrying out
their job in a better manner during the rest of
the day.

Itis also stress buster. | always dream if there is
no one to give you company which is preferable
at times, particularly so in finding solution to
Sudoku. | call it as setting aside time for one’s
self. Though out of above topic, thinking out of
box | would advocate all to keep aside one or
two hours for self introspection, improvisation
etc. for the better cause of living.

Now | will take you through the process of
solving a Sudoku, step by step. You promise
your self not to see the next step until you fail to
identify the next step. Do not worry if you are a
beginner, as it is only encouraging you to think
harder so that the numbers starts falling like
petals in the air and land on the right square.
Many times we need to rule out probability of a
number to get the solution for Sudoku. So just
get set and go and enjoy like old song
beat it just beat it............. don’t you want to beat
it, by Michel Jackson, and beat the puzzle.

The unsolved Sudoku puzzle as appeared in newspaper is as below :-

4 9
9 6 1 2
7 6
6 2
2 4 1 3 9
9
6
5 3 1
4 2

HT SUDOKU Puzzle dated 24.09.2018
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***** rating of SUDOKU
Unsolved Puzzle — Hard case

(Do not guess HT as author, it is Hindustan Times!)

The above Puzzle needs 53 steps to ensure filling all squares.

- There are nine Boxes of 3x3

- First box is top left Box of three squares and Box2, Box3 on right side.

- The 1x9 square is the first blank square on top left side meaning first row and ninth
column.

These are nomenclatures | am using for solution and guiding readers for solving step by step. It
is also suggested that keep a copy of above SUDOKU handy for filling the same in a systematic
manner.

Solution to unsolved SUDOKU as appearing above:

Step 1 : Fill 1x9 @ Box 3 by 7 as 7 can’'t come in 3™ row and 8" Column

Step 2 : Fill 6x7 @ Box 6 by 6 as 6 can’t come in row 4

Step 3 : Fill 9x7 @ Box 9 by 5 as 5 can’t come at 7x6 & 8x6 square in column 6
Step 4 : Filldx3 by 7 as 5 is expected in 4™ row of 6 Box 3 is there in 8" column
Step 5 : Fill6x2 by 5 as 5 can’t come @ 6x1 of Box 4

Step 6 : Fill 6x1 by 3 as 3 is only left out in Box 4

Step 7 : Fill9 @ 4x5 as 9 can’t come in 5" & 6™ row, 4" & 6" Column of Box 5
Step 8 : Fill 6x5 by 7 as 2 & 4 left out nos of row 6 of Box5 cant come @ 6x5
Step 9 : Fill9x6 by 7 as 7 can’t come in 4" & 5" column and left out is 9x6
Step 10 : Fill 8x8 by 2 as 1,9 needs to come @ 7x8,9x8 & 2 in 8th column

Step 11 : Fill 7x2 by 2, as 2 can’t come in 8" & 9" row of Box 6 & neither @ 6x1
Step 12 : Fill 8x2 by 7 as1,9,8 can’t come @ 8x2

Step 13 : Fill 2x2 by 3 as1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9 is crossing from 2" row & 2" column
Step 14 : Fill 2x1 by 7 as 7 can’t come in 2" & 3™ Column of Box 1 & neither row 1 & row 3
Step 15 : Fill 3x1 by 4 as 4 can’t come in 2,3 Column Box 1 & neither in 1%t row
Step 16 : Fill 2x8 by 4, as 4 can’t come in 1 & 3 Row of Box 3

Step 17 : Fill 2x3 by 5 as 5 can’t come in left out column 6 of Box2

Step 18 : Fill 2x6 by 8 as 8 is left out in Row 2

Step 19 : Fill 1x3 by 8 as 8 comes in Column 1 @ 3™ Box and is already there @ 3 Column & 3™
row

Step 20 : Fill 3x3 by 2 as 2 is left out in Column 3

Step 21 : Fill 3x2 by 9 as 9 can’t come in Ist row of Box1
Step 22 : Fill 1x2 by 6 as 6 can’t come @ 1x1

Step 23 : Fill 1x1 by 1 as 1 is left out in Box 1

Step 24 : Fill 9x2 by 1 as 1 is left out in Column 2

Step 25 : Fill 4x9 by 4 as 4 can’t come in 2" column of Box 6
Step 26 : Fill 4x8 by 5 as 5 is only number left out in Box 6
Step 27 : Fill 3x9 by 5 as 5 can’t come in column 8 of Box2
Step 28 : Fill 3x8 by 6 as 6 can’t come @ 1x8 of Box 3

Step 29 : Fill 1x8 by 3 as 3 is only number left out in Box 3
Step 30 : Fill 1x4 by 5 as 5 can’t come in 3™ row & 6" Column of Box2
Step 31 : Fill 1x6 by 2 as 2 is only left out in Row 1 @ Box2
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Step 32 : Fill 3x6 by 1 as 1 can’t come in 3x5 of Box 2

Step 33 : Fill 3x5 by 3 as 3 is only left out in Box 2

Step 34 : Fill 5x5 by 5 as 5 can’t come in 7" row of 8" Box
Step 35 : Fill 7x5 by 8 as 8 is only number left out in column 5
Step 36 : Fill 9x1 by 8 as 8 can’t come @ 1x7 of Box 7

Step 37 : Fill 7x1 by 9 as 9 is only left out number in Box 7
Step 38 ; Fill 7x8 by 1 as 1 can’t come in 7!" Column & 9" Column & 9" row
Step 39 : Fill 9x8 by 9 as 9 is left out number of 8" column
Step 40 : Fill 6x4 by 2 as 2 can’t come in column 6 of Box 5
Step 41 : Fill 6x6 by 4 as 4 is left out in Row 6

Step 42 : Fill 4x6 by 3 as 3 can’t come in row 5 of Box 5

Step 43 : Fill 4x4 by 1 as 1 is left out in row 4

Step 44 : Fill 5x4 by 8 as 8 can’t come in 6" Column of Box 5
Step 45 : Fill 5x6 by 6 as 6 is left out in Box 5

Step 46 : Fill 7x7 by 7 as 7 can’t come in 9" column and 8™ row
Step 47 : Fill 8x7 by 4 as 4 is left out in 7" column

Step 48 : Fill 6x4 by 4 as 4 can’t come in 8" & 9" row

Step 49 : Fill 6x9 by 3 as 3 is left out in column 7

Step 50 : Fill 8x9 by 8 as 8 can’t come @ 9x9 D \

Step 51 : Fill 9x9 by 6 as 6 is left out in Box 9 )
Step 52 : Fill 9x4 by 3 as 3 is left out in Box 9 ‘ .
Step 53 : Fill 8x4 by 6 as 6 is left out in Box & whole of SUDOKU

1 6 8 5 4 2 © 3 7
7 3 5 9 6 8 1 4 2
4 g 2 7 3 1 8 6 5
6 8 7 1 9 3 2 5 4
2 4 1 8 5 6 3 7 9
3 5 9 2 7 4 6 8 1
9 2 6 4 8 5 7 1 3
5 7 3 6 1 9 4 2 8
8 1 4 3 2 7 5 9 6

Solved Sudoku

Now once you master this game, challenges never ends, as | am still facing tough challenges at
Times Sudoku Championship from younger and sharper old people who solve 8 different SUDOKU
Puzzle be it 4 — 5 rating or odd even Sudoku or diagonal Sudoku. | could complete 8 Puzzles in
allocated 60 Minutes, while the winner could complete in 30 minutes. | console myself, never mind
better luck next time which makes me to play again. | go by the adage of tough times never last
but tough people last. | wish readers of this article may pick up this art of Sudoku Solving and may
he or she be the future Times Sudoku Champion of India.

All the Best, Enjoy the number game of SUDOKU.

H. T. Suresh
Executive Director (Projects)
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The Story of Malaria

‘Malaria’. A fever caused by mosquito bites.

Though it is not so fatal now a days, it was a
challenge to human life in earlier times. Have you
ever wondered why this fever is called ‘Malaria’?
Let me take you through its journey. In Latin the
word ‘Mal’ means ‘Bad’ and ‘aria’ means ‘Air’ so
the word Malaria means ‘Bad air’. Seems like a
joke! a disease caused by mosquito is named as
‘Bad air’. Yes, it is.

Iam sure we all are familiar with the word

Actually, centuries ago, thousands and
thousands of people, mostly living in and around
marshy and swampy areas, started dying with
cough and high fever. As surrounding was
marshy and swampy, they thought that there
must had been some mysterious gas present in
the air which is infecting them and so they started
calling this fever Malaria i.e Bad air. Then a
scientist named Alphonse Laveran decided to
do research on it. He took blood samples of the
infected people. After studying the samples he
found some strange microbes in all the samples.
But when he tested the surrounding air these

microbes could not be found in the air so it was
confirmed that the fever is not caused by bad
air. Later a scientist called Ronald Ross born
in Almora, India continued the research and
thought that if air didn’t cause then it might be
the mosquitoes. He collected some larvae of
mosquitoes and kept them in a transparent box.
When they grew up he saw that the Female
Anopheles (mosquito) had the same microbes in
them. They were brown and had black and white
stripes on them. He then presented his study in
1897 in one of the Secunderabad Hospital (now
part of Hyderabad) and declared that the fever is
caused by mosquito and not by bad air. Later this
hospital was named as ‘Ronald Ross Institute
of Tropical and communicable disease’ in his
honour and became famous as Fever Hospital.
He also received a Nobel Prize for medicine in
1902 for his research. But by the time the name
Malaria was already tagged with this fever and
even today we call it by this name!

Anisha Reja
D/o Sonali Reja, JGM(L)
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The Tree of Life

The color of green, the color of red
On the field widespread,

The color of white, the color of blue
It's the beginning and the flowers bloom

Wasps buzz and the bugs are free
Butterflies don’t know peripheries
Breeze blows and the scents spasm
It is a leap beyond fathoms

The sun shines and the beams dazzle
The wind has come without a hassle
The fields are dry and their thirst
needs quench
The ponds and lakes glisten
while being drenched

The flowers follow the rays
The trees lower their gaze
The calves loiter in the hays
Amongst the meadows half grazed

The lake is full and so is the pond
Yet the lion is parched and so is the fawn
The field isn’t dry
But the colors have gone

Then comes the shiver with the
yellow and lime
Tress are reckless and don’t fall in line
They are over their coats and over their masks
They are bearing it all with their life’s task

The leaves are red and yellow; broken apart
Petals have fallen, and the flowers
see them depart
The field still holds its charm with green
Yet the bugs and moths have gone it seems

Frost is here, with brown and black
The sea has frosted
And colors in the field lack
Blossoms have weathered away with time
There are no birds to sing and chime

This is a cycle, a cycle renowned
It has to be searched and it has been found
It was here, it is here and has no time bound
The repetition of the whirl does not
have a count

It doesn’t stop but is renewed each time
With a new view from a new eye
This is what it is, and this is what will be
The known secret, of life that we see.

In the field of this world that we live in,
Through the changes of life and time
that are given,

From the wood peckers hole, opening out of
the trunk, in which we reside
In the very old and tall tree, The Tree of Life.

Alina Faiza Ali
D/o Shri Qamar Ali
Executive Director (RO NCR)
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#Cycle4Change - A #Fit India Movement
Event from my Perspective

“A healthy individual, a healthy family and a healthy society are the
essentials to make New India a Fit India”— Hon’ble PM

on’ble Prime Minister launched a Fit
H India Movement in 2019 with a view to

make fitness an integral part of our daily
lives. The key objective of this movement is to
spread awareness among people on fitness
and various physical activities. We have come
to understand the importance of fithess and
health, especially during the global pandemic
outbreak.

As a part of this movement, HUDCO recently
organized an event titled ‘#Cycle4Change’ on
28th Feb’21 at JLN Stadium, New Delhi.

Shri Kamran Rizvi, as (MoHUA) & Chairman &
Managing Director HUDCO, along with Shri M
Nagaraj, Director (Corporate Planning) & Shri
D Guhan, Director (Finance) from HUDCO
welcomed Shri Shiv Das Meena, Chairman
(Central Pollution Control Board), Shri SS
Dubey, JS&FA (MoHUA) and Shri P K Gupta,
Chairman & Managing Director (NBCC) for
participating in this event.

Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, Ministry
of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Govt. of
India, Chief Guest the cyclists at this event,
flagged off.

The event was a one of its kind experience.
Participation of every age group from HUDCO
was admirable. Riders began with full spark
as a family. Rewinding old memories while
cycling made me so happy, courageous and
energetic again, after a long dull stagnated
period of global pandemic, where all such
outdoor activities have paused. Very few
people could be seen on the roads, so whoever
was passing-by, looked at us inquisitively.

Assigned duty officers were stationed along
the length of the cycle track, to showcase
messages through cards on #Swacchta &
#Fintess, to sensitize citizens about habits like
reusing, reducing and recycling waste.

Title of the event itself conveys enthusiasm that
reminds us of childhood activities, when we
used to roam the roads with happy-go-lucky

attitude and play a lot of outdoor games. Those
days have in which lot of activities/games like
cricket, badminton, basketball and off-course
cycling was loved by one and all have laded
away nation, that was a non-motorist period.
Society preferred either walking or using cycles
for transport resulting in fresh and healthy
environment. The environment which originated
positive thought process/vibes; hence our
energy was channelised in a productive and
reasonable way, as compared to present
days where we prefer gyms, clubs, malls etc.
rather than outdoor activities. Dependence on
motor vehicles has rapidly increased. We have
forgotten that saving money and environment
inevitably will lead to a healthy and wealthy
approach. Also, we as an accountable citizen
must contribute to this mother earth.

This initiative of our management and
administration team is praiseworthy. | am sure
that reviving such physical activities will lead us
to buy/repair our cycles, so that the message of
#Cycle4Change could actually be embraced in
our daily life, to bring us back to non-motorist
times.

So, let us boost each other to participate in such
activities so that we can give our next generation
a healthy environment like our ancestors gifted
us.

Poonam B Rajpal
M (IT) - IT Wing
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Buzz around Bitcoins - A cryptocurrency

Ripple, Stellar, NEO and wondered

what it is all about. Is it a physical coin,
currency, legal tender or a cryptocurrency.
Why is it that they are becoming so valuable,
why people are increasingly investing in them
worldwide, why is it being traded actively. It
must be valuable that is why so many people
across the globe want to have a pie of it
then what are we waiting for, lets unravel the
mystical world of cryptos and understand the
basic concepts so that we are able to come to
terms with cryptos.

E ver heard of Bitcoins, Liticoin, Etherium,

Before embarking on the journey of
cryptocurrency lets go back in time and look
at the evolution of currency itself. Well, all of
us humans have evolved from apes to homo
sapiens. As we progressed from nomads and
hunters to leading a settled life, we human
beings realized that there were inherent
limitations, on what we could produce on our
own and depended on others of our fraternity
to provide us with other goods and services
which we could not grow on our own. Thus
started the barter system where

apples were exchanged for
oranges, wheat for rice and so
on and so forth.

Hence the need for
common denominator of
value arose which could
serve as a medium of
exchange. This gap was
initially filled by coins, then
paper currency, which till few
decades back was backed
by gold reserves. However, the
same was dispensed with and
now what we have is fiat currency .

However, most countries, including the
developing world, kept on printing currency
since expenditure far exceeded the revenue,
recently the US government in order to give
covid stimulus brought in fresh supply of
trillions of dollars almost equivalent to India’s
GDP , we have examples of Venezuela where
the local currency lost its value completely.
Bridging fiscal gap by bringing in more
currency in circulation results in depreciation
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of currencies rapidly. Hence the need was
felt for alternative investment sources apart
from traditional sources like real estate,
stocks etc Cryptocurrencies filled this void
and became popular since they were secure,
had no geographical barriers, no central
authority to control, could be traded freely and
also accepted as a medium of exchange in
many countries worldwide. Bitcoin was the
earliest cryptocurrency based on blockchain
technology and has gained lot of acceptance
and trust. So lets understand Bitcoin.

Genesis of Bitcoin

Bitcoin is a digital currency that was created
in January 2009 by Satoshi Nakamoto. The
identity of the person or persons who created
the technology is still a mystery. Bitcoin offers
the promise of lower transaction fees than
traditional online payment mechanisms and,
unlike government-issued currencies, it is
operated by a decentralized authority. Bitcoin
is based on the revolutionary blockchain
architecture, which has a distributed database.
Think of it as a giant spreadsheet that exists on

millions of computers spread across the
world.

Understanding Bitcoin

Bitcoin is a one of the
cryptocurrency out of around
4000 cryptocurrencies in
circulation, however it has
the first mover advantage.
There are no physical
bitcoins, only balances
kept on a public ledger that

everyone has transparent

access to. It does not derive its
value from any underlying assets

and price is a function of demand and
supply . All bitcoin transactions are verified
by a massive amount of computing power.

Bitcoins are not issued or backed by any

banks or governments, nor are individual

bitcoins valuable as a commodity. Despite it
not being legal tender, Bitcoin is very popular
and has triggered the launch of thousands of
other cryptocurrencies, collectively referred to
as altcoins. Bitcoin is commonly abbreviated
as “BTC.” Bitcoin has claimed its throne as




one of the most quintessentially recognized
cryptocurrencies.

Generation of New Bitcoins

New Bitcoins are generated by Mining which is
by solving very complex mathematical puzzles
and requires special hardware that performs
the extremely rapid computations necessary
to mine bitcoins. The specialized hardware
which mines Bitcoins is called an ASIC, or
Application Specific Integrated Circuit.

The first exchange rate given to bitcoin was in
October 2009, 10 months after the first block
was mined. The rate, established by the now-
defunct New Liberty Standard exchange, gave
the value of a bitcoin at US $1=1309.03 BTC. It
was calculated using an equation that includes
the cost of electricity to run a computer that
generated bitcoins. This was the period of time
where bitcoins, which were looked at as little
more than a newly created internet novelty,
could be mined in large quantities using an
average computer.

How to own Cryptocurrencies Including
Bitcoin

Various apps are available on playstore and
appstore through which individuals can buy
cryptos . These apps are platforms that
allow users to purchase cryptocurrencies for
a different medium of exchange, usually fiat
currency. Exchanges do this through an order
book, or a ledger, that matches instructions to
buy or sell. These instructions are called “bids”
and “asks,” respectively. These cryptos are
purchased in fiat currency and held in digital
format just like stocks and are stored in wallets.
Though not a legal tender in India, cryptos
are being used to pay for goods and services
worldwide. Corporates like Microsoft, AT & T.
Burger King, Pizzahut have started accepting
cryptocurrencies in many countries. Recently
Tesla made a huge investment in Bitcoin, which
set its price on fire.

Bitcoin a Goldmine

Bitcoin’s have given investors fabulous returns
over the years .The supply of bitcoins is limited,
it is pegged at 21 million and presently around
18.63 million are in circulation .The balance
bitcoins would be minted and it would become
very difficult to mint them as time passes .The
total circulation figure would reach 21 million

by the year 2040 . It is estimated that an
amount of Rs 1 lac invested in 2010 would be
in crores as on date the present value of one
bitcoin as on date is Rs. 43.07 lacs for each
bitcoin investors need not buy full bitcoin, it can
be purchased for even fraction of Rs.1. This
divisibility and ease along with its acceptance
has made it possible for even small investors
to invest.

Future Outlook of Cryptocurrency

Blockchain technology and Cryptocurrencies
have a bright future. The growth would be
similar to the growth of internet, Internet
revolution started in the nineties and in the
beginning people did not realize the potential.
However now we cannot imagine world without
the internet. The second revolution was in the
form of growth of social media platforms like
facebook, twitter etc which was not only about
data sharing but made the whole experience
interactive and took the net revolution to the
next level. Blockchain and cryptos are similarly
riding the 3™ wave of net revolution and in a
few years we will not be able to imagine the
world without them.

However in the Indian context, the Reserve
Bank of India banned banks and any regulated
financial institutions from dealing with or settling
virtual currencies and further stated that it has
not issued any licenses or authorizations to
any entity or company to operate a scheme
or deal with it. However in 2020, a landmark
Supreme Court decision ruled the ban
unconstitutional, reversing the prohibition and
allowing the exchanges to operate.

It was felt that India cannot isolate itself
from the world and the future lies in cryptos.
However there is need for proper regulation
so that misuse is stopped and usage for illegal
activities is halted. With this in mind, the issue
is being examined by government and proper
legislation governing cryptocurrencies is
underway. Further the Reserve Bank of India
is contemplating launching digital rupee which
too will be cryptocurrency. So lets keep our
eyes and ears open and embrace it, when it is
brought within the ambit of regulations.

Manoj. V. Deodhar
JGM (Finance)- Retail Finance Wing
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“Silverline” - High Speed Rail

with faster mode of transportation. The

present transport facilities in Kerala are
inadequate to handle its every day demands.
The traffic snarls force people to spend much of
theirtime on the road whereas road development
is very limited owing to geographical and
demographical limitations. The higher density
of population, economic growth, increase in
purchase power, influence of Middle East
countries in State’s economy, continuous blend
of rural and urban areas, influx of migrant
population are the few reasons which add to
the growing demand of vehicular movement in
the State. It is time now to look into alternate
modes of urban mass transport. A well planned
system of high speed rail to reduce the travel
time between major cities in the State would be a
key to solve the existing transportation problem.
The “Silverline” which is Semi High Speed Rail
project connecting the North and South end of
the State is expected to provide a big boost to
the State’s Transport Sector.

The development of infrastructure is linked

Kerala Rail Development Corporation Limited

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
KASARAGOD

SEMI-HIGH SPEED

RAIL PROJECT

SILVER LINE

KOZHIKODE § )

thrissURE B R
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(KRDCL), a Joint Venture (JV) company
between Government of Kerala & Ministry of
Railways, Govt. of India has been entrusted
with the implementation of Silverline project.
The project is planned by constructing 3rd & 4th
line between Thiruvananthapuram district in the
South end and Kasaragod district in the North
end covering approximately 530 kms in just 4
hours.The travel time from Thiruvananthapuram
to Kochiis just 11/2 hours. The Silverline project
is identified as one of the projects in the India
Investment Grid as an upcoming investment
opportunity for international agencies.

A detailed study on the existing High Speed
and Semi High Speed rails at National and
International level was conducted by M/s
Systra, Paris based consultancy group
specialized in public transport and mobility
solutions and following system parameters
have been proposed:

 Standard Gauge (1435 mm) is the
international standard gauge for high
speeds in the range of 200 kmph or above.

* High capacity track & structures for high
speed & high frequency of operation.

* In view of length of alignment, number of
stations and their inter-distance, overall
running time plan between the end
terminals, the speed of the Silverline is
fixed as 200 kmph.

* Operation of Roll on Roll off freight traffic
during night and the lean hours considered
in the revenue segment.

* The transit oriented development of sites
with proximity station zone and non-
proximity station zone and non-station zone.

The major merits in view of environmental

and social issues are follows:

* Eco-friendly transport system - Silver Line
Project has been carefully designed to be
environmentally friendly mode of transport
- 100% green project

« The alignment is mapped to ensure
minimum disruption of flora & fauna

* Diversion of construction waste from
landfills through reuse and recycling




e Use of new, low emission construction
equipment

* Building design based on the platinum
rating standards

* Use of Buses/trucks and private vehicles
will be reduced due to Silver Line Project
thereby reducing pollution (about 2,80,000
tons of CO5GDPR reduction/year).

* Reduction in heavy ftraffic reduces
probability of accidents in highways.

« Green energy from renewable energy
sources will be used during operation
phase. Green Energy — It is proposed
to use 100% of power from renewable
sources like solar by in-house production,
purchase of renewable power from third
party and Kerala State Electricity Board Ltd.
to make the project green and sustainable
transport system.

» E-Vehicles for public transport for last Mile
Connectivity to stations.

 The project will lead to direct, indirect
and induced employment. The economic
development arising from the project will
create future employment options. 50,000
jobs to be created during construction
& 11,000 jobs during operations.

HUDCO'’s participation in the project:

The total project cost for the Silverline is
Rs.63,941.00 crores. Out of the project cost,
the cost for land acquisition component is
Rs.13,265.00 crores and Rs 50676.00 crores
for construction activities. The land requirement
is estimated as 1383 hectares (comprising of
1158 hectares of private land, 185 hectares of
Railway land and 40 hectares of State Gowvt.
land). Since the land acquisition cost has to be
met by Govt. of Kerala, KRDCL has approached
HUDCO for financing Rs 3000 crores out of the
Phase 1 of land acquisition cost of Rs 3750
crores for acquiring 320 hectares of land from
Thiruvananthapuram to Chengannur.

The Silverline project would be the much-
awaited Rail project of the State which will
have good impact on the economy of the
State as well as a solution to certain extent
to the problems being faced by the State due
to inadequate infrastructure in the transport
sector.

S.Shyam Kumar
JGM (P) RO- Thiruvananthapuram

l~' Shifting to a Sustainable & Efficient Mode of Transport
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Good Habits that Can
Protect You Against Cybercrime

hile perusing my cybersecurity
Wcourse, I realized the sheer magnitude

of the issue of cybersecurity.
Cybercrime is increasing, and many people
have become victims. Technology has opened
doors for instant information, connectivity,
and entertainment. While the world seems
like a much smaller place with everything just
a click away, it exposes people to the dark
side of bullying, cyber-theft, and other online
predators and spies. These faceless evils are
a massive threat to everyone using the world
wide web, especially children, adolescents,
and women. Various categories of harassment
take place in cyberspace.

Cybercrime, being a burning issue globally
and such crimes are now more profitable than
drug trade. It is an essential indicator of the
changing environment in which we live and
work. Once serious money is involved, the
stakes change, as do the methods of crime
perpetration. Cybercrime is still not entirely
recognized in India. The only way to bring it to
lightis to involve as many people as possible to
build a sense of awareness and responsibility.
The cause of 90% of all cyberattacks is
human negligence. Therefore, cybersecurity
awareness is essential for everyone today. To
reduce the risk of cyber threats, we must be
vigilant while making use of technology.

Good habits that can help you protect
against cybercrime:

e Cyber-crime and fraudsters
usually try to hack into victims’
personal and financial
information online via
phishing e-mails and
viruses. If you receive an
e-mail with an attached
link that either asks
you to present your

bank information
or confirm  your
bank account

information, do not.
The key to avoiding
cyber-crime is to

understand what your bank and related
bodies would ask of you, and they would
never e-mail or call you asking for your
bank information. Even if the e-mail or the
phone call sounds legitimate and honest,
you should contact the bank yourself and
ask them if this e-mail originated from them
or not.

Avoid anything suspicious. If you receive
an e-mail requesting your personal
information, do not respond. Do not
forward suspicious links — delete them or
mark them as junk.

Know when a site is untrusted. If the link has
“https:” rather than simply “http:” then it is
generally considered a “security-enabled”
website. When shopping or banking, make
sure that the link starts with “https:” before
entering private information.

Do not click on links in the e-mails or sites
other than your bank’s simple net banking
site to access your net banking webpage.

Always visit the bank’s net banking site
through the bank’s home page by typing
the bank’s website address onto the
browser’s address bar.

Always verify the bank’s net banking web

page’s authenticity by checking its

URL and the padlock symbol at
the browser’s bottom corner.

. Use encryption
whenever possible. Use
full-disk encryption on your

laptop to protect data in
the event of theft or loss.

. Make sure you
destroy all traces of
your personal and

financial information.

If abank has posted
your information
with  your bank
details onit, ensure
that you shred this

information, as a

fraudster could find
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this information in a bin and utilize it online
to process a payment.

* Cross-check your last login information
available on net banking upon every login
to ascertain your previous login and monitor
any unauthorized logins. Always type in
your confidential account information. Do
not copy-paste it.

* Monitor your transactions regularly. Use
the bank’s alerts service and bring any
fraudulent transaction to the notice of the
bank. Always logout when you exit net
banking. Do not directly close the browser.

* Avoid unsecured wireless. Stay on the
cellular network whenever possible. If
you must use wi-fi, make sure it requires
a password and check on the security.
(WPA-2 is ideal.) Avoid public networks
(airports, coffee shops, restaurants) that

create many attack avenues.

e Bring your own tools. Don’t
use those business work
centers available in hotels
and convention centers
for anything confidential
(checking e-mail, ordering
online, accessing client
documents, logging into .&
extranet portals). Bring your
laptop and internet hot spot. Be
in control of your security.

* Practice selfie awareness. Photos shared
online can reveal a wealth of information.
Landmarks or distinctive architectural
features in the background can pinpoint
a location, even if you have stripped
geotagging data from the photo. A vehicle
license plate, a security badge, a keypad
(with dirty keys showing which ones you
were using in the code!), a company logo
— these are all critical pieces of information
that we often ignore when framing a photo.
We know that crooks of all kinds use
social media to build profiles of potential
victims. Yet, the urge to take pictures when
traveling overcomes our natural reticence
about “oversharing.”

* Understand and protect against identity
theft. Certain types of personal information
can be used to committing fraud, such as
account takeovers, unauthorized money
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transfers, or new credit lines opened in your
name. It may result from malware on your
computer, social engineering that tricks
you into giving personal information over
the phone or internet, or a thief stealing
your mail or trash to access personally
identifiable information. You can protect
against identity theft by following several
best practices — including shredding
sensitive documents, avoiding suspicious
links and attachments in your e-mail,
learning to recognize and block smishing
attacks, and reviewing your credit
report regularly. Tip: opt-in for electronic
statements whenever possible to avoid the
risk of stolen mail and eliminate the need
for shredding.

Disable the “autocomplete” feature on your
browser.

. Uncheck “user names and
passwords on forms,” click on
“Clear passwords.”

. Use the virtual keyboard
feature while logging into your
internet banking account.

. Make your social media
accounts private. Ensure your
profile is visible only to your
contacts that criminals cannot use
your information against you.

Continually update your computer and
mobile devices. Cybercriminals frequently
gain access to information by using
known flaws in the software and operating
systems that run your computer or phone.
Updates are crucial; patching these
flaws and vulnerabilities can make it less
likely that you will become a victim of a
successful cyberattack. Tip: you can easily
program your phone and computer to
update automatically, effectively managing
the patches for you. Here are instructions
for iPhones and phones using Android and
Microsoft operating systems.

Furthermore, make sure you protect
your computer with anti-virus software to
combat any contact made between the
fraudster and your computer. Employ anti-
virus software and anti-malware protection
on your computers. Cybercriminals also
use technical attacks to deploy viruses,




botnets, malware, keyloggers, and spyware
to infect or take over your machine. Most
new devices will come with a free anti-
virus software trial pre-installed that you
can purchase once the trial period is over,
but hundreds of anti-virus applications
are available. Please ensure the software
solutions you choose provide adequate
protection, keep them updated with the
latest virus definitions and schedule full
scans at least once per week. Tip: almost
all internet service providers (ISP) offer a
free subscription to anti-virus software, as
itis in their best interest to keep you secure.
Check with your provider for download
instructions, but keep in mind that free
subscriptions may not be sufficient
for small businesses, which may
benefit from extra protection.

Use good password habits. Do
not repeat passwords across
multiple  websites, change
your passwords every three to \\
six months, and create strong,
difficult-to-guess passwords. New
research indicates that long passwords
can be just as effective as passphrases if
you avoid terms or names directly relating
to you. Remember to use a combination of
letters, numbers, and symbols whenever
possible. For a brief description of
passwords and passphrases, visit sans
security awareness. Tip: using a password
“vault” can help you securely keep your
passwords all in one place. Password vault
programs are available for mobile devices
and computers.

Strengthen your home network. It may
seem daunting to manage all of your
devices, but starting with your internet
router will improve your source’s security.
Change the password from the default
provided by your ISP, and choose the
appropriate encryption, starting with at
least wi-fi protected access 2 (wpa2).
Also, check your router to see what is
connected; the number of items connected
may surprise you. Tip: you can purchase
protection against cyberattacks for every
internet-connected device in your home,
including game consoles, smart TVs, and
appliances.

Access to your computer and devices. For
mobile devices, enable a pin/passcode
and choose the option within your settings
for auto-lock. For computers, keep multiple
profiles, which will allow you to apply
restrictions to accounts used by younger
children. Tip: remember, if you have
programmed your phone or computer to
accept someone else’s fingerprint or “face
id,” that person will have access to almost
all of your applications that make use of
these forms of authentication.

Back up the data on your computer
and mobile devices because even the
best machine or device may become
compromised or crash; regular
backups to an external hard
drive will help you recover your
information in these situations.
They can be purchased at
any electronics store and
programmed to perform nightly
backups of either specific files
or everything on your computer.
Make redundant backups using an

external hard drive and a secure cloud
provider for irreplaceable items, such as
family photos. Tip: you can now easily
back up many mobile devices to the cloud
storage space owned and hosted by a
vendor such as Google, iCloud, or box.
But use caution when sending financial
information to cloud storage, which is
more appropriate for photos, contacts, and
media.

Talk to your children and family about
internet security. Young children are
vulnerable to even the most basic of cyber
tricks. Teenagers, while savvy, are online
more frequently and often visit riskier
sites, such as file-sharing platforms for
movies, videos, and games. And older
family members have what every criminal
wants: financial assets and limited digital
knowledge. Tip: local community colleges
and libraries often offer internet safety
courses.

Keep control of your information. Do not
automatically hand over social security
numbers, account numbers, or other
susceptible details. Also, never release
your credit or debit card information to
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someone who initiates contact with you.
Tip: organizations and businesses that
request access to your social security
number may not need it. Use alternative
forms of identification whenever possible,
and stay alert for medical, insurance, or
even tax fraud.

Shop only from secure and well-known
websites. We've seen that not all SSL-
based websites are certain. To prevent
you from being a victim of man-in-the-
middle attacks and crimes against your
credit cards or online wallets, first, make
sure that the site you’re shopping on is
encrypted with https. Also, make sure
you’re shopping on well-known sites, such
as Amazon, eBay, Walmart.

« Enable vyour system firewall. Most
operating systems include a complete
pre-configured firewall to protect against
malicious packets from both the inside and
the outside. A system firewall will act as the
first digital barrier whenever someone tries
to send a lousy package to any of your
open ports.

Know what to do if you become a victim. If
you discover that your information has been
exposed, you may want to enable a fraud alert
or a credit freeze on your credit information. A
fraud alert on credit reports requires potential
creditors to contact you and obtain permission
to open new accounts or lines of credit. A
security freeze may help block institutions
or lenders from accessing your credit report
unless a pre-set pin is provided to “thaw”
the information, which prevents them from
opening new accounts in your name. Tip:
consumers are entitled by law to receive a free
credit report from each of the credit reporting
bureaus once a year

If all of your preventive methods fail, you
should contact the relevant bodies established
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to combat cyber fraud, such as the action fraud
cyber-crime reporting center.

Where to Report a Cyber Fraud?
1. Visitthe nearest police station immediately.

2. To report cybercrime complaints online,
visit the National Cyber Crime Reporting
Portal. This portal can be accessed at
https://cybercrime.gov.in/. In this portal,
there are two sections. One section reports
crime related to women and children
(where reports can be filed anonymously).
Another area is to report other types of
cybercrimes. You can also file a complaint
offine by dialing the helpline number
155260.

3. If you receive or come across a fraudulent
SMS, e-mail, link, phone call asking for
your sensitive personal information or bank
details, please report it on the Cyber web
portal by visiting www.report phishing.in

4. Refer to the latest advisories which CERT-
IN issues on https://www.cert-in.org.in/

5. Report any adverse activity or unwanted
behavior to CERT-IN using the following
channels

E-mail: incident@cert-in.org.in
Helpdesk : +91 1800 11 4949

Provide the following information (as much as
possible) while reporting an incident:

« Time of occurrence of the incident

* Information regarding affected system/
network

» Symptoms observed

6. To report lost or stolen mobile phones,
file a First Information Report (FIR) with
the police. Post filing the FIR, inform the
Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
through the helpline number 14422 or file
an online complaint on Central Equipment
Identity Register (CEIR) portal by visiting
https://ceir.gov.in. After verification, DoT
will blacklist the phone, blocking it from
further use. In addition to this, if anyone
tries to use a different SIM card, the
service provider will identify the new user
and inform the police.

Hemlata Sharma
JGM (IT)- RO Bhopal




==dbl
hudco
TSI U 36 Sdduic »ivueA fofics
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD. (HUDCO)

(A GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING)

CIN:U74899DL1970G0I1005276
Regd. Office: Hudco Bhawan, India Habitat Center
Lodhi Road, New Delhi- 110003, Ph: 24649610, 24648196
WWW.hudco.org



